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HISTORY OF THE SCHOOL 
In 1909 the first Naval Postgraduate School, then called the Postgraduate 
Department of the U.S. Naval Academy, was established at Annapolis, 
Maryland. On June 9 that year ten students made up the class, three 
professors formed the faculty, and Marine Engineering was the only curricu-
lum. When the first class graduated in 1911, Beekman Winthrop, Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy, said, "There will be some day a postgraduate course 
to call all the officers of the Navy together. This school is the beginning, and 
may be the one on which the Navy Department of the future may have to 
depend." As the school expanded over the next seven decades, his words 
have proved prophetic. 
During World War I, the school closed, but classes resumed in 1919. 
Two years later the department was renamed the United States Naval 
Postgraduate School. In 1927, the General Line Course was established to 
acquaint junior line officers with modern developments within the Navy 
and broaden their professional knowledge for future command at sea. 
World War II caused tremendous expansions of activities and a large 
increase in student enrollment. The school grew to meet the needs of the 
Navy, and more courses were added to the curriculum. After the 1945 
armistice, the Navy began plans to move the school away from Annapolis 
and improve its professional status. Between 1945 and 1948, Congress 
established the school as a separate activity under its own superintendent, 
created the office of academic dean, granted the superintendent authority to 
award the bachelor's, master's and doctor's degrees and approved Monte-
rey, Ca., as the future home of the school. 
After purchasing the former Hotel Del Monte and the surrounding 
acreage, the Navy officially established the school on the West Coast in 
1951. Since moving to Monterey the postgraduate school has focused upon 
professional graduate education. 
To meet this end, the Navy has made a strong commitment to quality 
postgraduate education of its officer corps-and for good reason. In addi-
tion to meeting the needs of near-term functional skills, this investment has 
served as a mechanism for sustaining the foundation of intellectual vigor in 
critical areas of expertise. Experience has proven that graduate level educa-
tion is a fundamental constituent in the building of operational, technical, 
and managerial skills essential to maintaining institutional excellence in the 
face of dramatic change. 
In support of national defense requirements, the Naval Postgraduate 
School graduates an average of 800 officers a year, and offers a variety of 
courses in science, management and engineering. In addition, its faculty 
members are dedicated to providing the highest quality education for their 
students-about 1500 of all five U.S. services, 25 allied nations and U.S. 
government civilians. 
Twelve alumni have earned distinction as astronauts. Other distinguished 
graduates include the CNO Admiral James D. Watkins and retired Admi-
rals Arleigh Burke and Hyman Rickover, to name a few. 
PROGRAM 
MUSIC 
Navy Band, San Francisco 
ARRIVAL HONORS 
Rear Admiral J. J. Ekelund, USN 




Commander E. D. Cook, Chaplain Corps, USN 
REMARKS AND READING OF ORDERS 
Rear Admiral J. J. Ekelund, USN 
Rear Admiral Ekelund's Personal Flag Is Hauled Down 
PRESENTATION OF PERSONAL FLAG 
To Rear Admiral Ekelund 
SKCM J. W. Wade, USN 
Command Master Chief 
READING OF ORDERS 
Commodore Robert H. Shumaker, USN 
Commodore Shumaker's Personal Flag Is Broken 
REMARKS 
Commodore Robert H. Shumaker, USN 
RETIREMENT OF REAR ADMIRAL EKELUND 
BENEDICTION 
PIPING OVER THE SIDE 
Rear Admiral J. J. Ekelund, USN 
RETIREMENT OF THE COLORS 
Color Guard 
REAR ADMIRAL JOHN J. EKELUND, UNITED STATES NAVY 
Rear Admiral John Joseph Ekelund graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in 
1949. He is also a graduate of the U.S. Navy's Submarine School, the Armed Forces 
Staff College, and the University of Rochester where he earned a Master of Science 
Degree in Systems Analysis. 
After graduating from the Na val Academy, Rear Admiral Eke! und reported to the 
destroyer escort USS COOLBAUGH (DE 217) as operations officer. After a year in 
that assignment he reported to the reacti va ti on crew of the USS PIRATE (AM 2 7 5) 
and served in her until she was sunk while engaged in mine sweeping operations in 
Wonson, Korea, on 12 October 1950. 
Following duty under instruction at submarine school, he reported to duty in USS 
COBIA (SS 245) as Gunnery Officer. Rear Admiral Ekelund qualified as a Subma-
riner during this tour. He left COBIA in October 1952 and was next involved with 
the conversion and fitting out of the submarine USS RAZORBACK (SS 394 ). He 
served aboard RAZORBACK until May of 1955 holding variously the positions of 
Gunnery, Operations and Engineering officer and Navigator. He was designated 
Qualified for Command of Submarines during this tour. 
In June of 1955 Rear Admiral Ekelund joined the staff of Commander Submarine 
Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet as Assistant Tactics and Training Officer. During his 
subsequent tour at the U.S. Navy Submarine School, he instructed in Pro-Subma-
rine Tactics and assisted in instruction of the Prospective Commanding Officer 
course. He also assisted in establishing the Refresher Training and Prospective 
Executive Officer Courses. 
Transferred to Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in 1958, Rear Admiral Ekelund 
participated in the commissioning and fitting out of the newly constructed guided 
missile submarine USS GROWLER (SSG 577 ). He served aboard the GROWLER 
as Navigator, Operations, Engineering and Executive officer. Rear Admiral Ekelund 
assumed command of the submarine USS ORA YBACK ( SSG 5 7 4) in November of 
1961 and so served until 1964. 
Following graduation from the Armed Forces Staff College in August 1964, he 
was assigned as a member of the Joint Strategic Target Planning Staff where he was a 
member of both the T aeries and Force Applications Branches. 
In 1966 Rear Admiral Ekelund returned to Hawaii as Force Plans Officer, on the 
staff of the Commander Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet. 
Following the receipt of his Masters Degree, he served a short period of temporary 
duty at the Center for Naval Analysis before reporting in January 1970 to the Office 
of the Chief of Naval Operations as Head, Strategic Warfare Analysis Branch in the 
Systems Analysis Division. 
Rear Admiral Ekelund next assumed the duties as Assistant Chief of Staff for 
Administration on the combined staff of Commander U.S. Naval Forces and Naval 
Advisory Group Vietnam. He became Chief of Staff in November 1972. 
After completing periods of temporary duty in Hawaii and Washington, Rear 
Admiral Ekelund assumed command of the guided missile cruiser USS ALBANY 
(CG 10) in July of 1973. 
Following command of ALBANY, Rear Admiral Ekelund was assigned to the 
Naval War College as Dean of Academics. He was selected for Flag rank in January 
1976 and in July of that year assumed the duties of Deputy Director of Naval 
Education and Training. 
In April 1977 he was assigned to the Central Intelligence Agency as the National 
Intelligence Officer for General Purpose Forces. 
In June 1978 Rear Admiral Ekelund was assigned to duty as U.S. Commander 
South Atlantic Force, U.S. Atlantic Fleet. 
He became the Superintendent of the Naval Postgraduate School on 24 January 
1980. Rear Admiral Ekelund will become the President of the California Maritime 
Academy in Vallejo, California, on 1 November 1983. 
Rear Admiral Ekelund wears the Legion of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal, 
Joint Service Commendation Medal and various unit awards and service and cam-
paign medals. 
A native of Maryland, Rear Admiral Ekelund is married to the former Lynn 
Schumacher of Ansonia, Connecticut. They have seven children: LT(j .g.) John, Jr., 
Christopher, LT Terri, Officer Candidate Peter, Tracy, Patricia, and Kent. 

COMMODORE ROBERT HARPER SHUMAKER, UNITED STATES NAVY 
Commodore Shumaker was born on 11May1933 in New Castle, Pennsylvania, 
the son of attorney and Mrs. Alvah M. Shumaker. He attended public schools there 
and in nearby New Wilmington where he graduated in 1951 . For a year he attended 
Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois, as an NROTC student before win-
ning an appointment to the United States Naval Academy. While there he was a 
boxer and cross country runner and he graduated in 1956. After a three month tour 
as a company officer and boxing instructor at the Academy he entered flight training 
at Pensacola, Florida, and later Corpus Christi, Texas, where he graduated in January 
1958. After a three month ordnance course he became a fighter pilot flying the F-8 
Crusader first with VF-174 and then VF-32 at NAS Cecil Field, Florida, and aboard 
USS SARA TOGA where he made several Mediterranean cruises as the Ordnance, 
Avionics and Assistant Maintenance Officer. 
As a Lieutenant he then attended the Naval Postgraduate School at Monterey, 
California, and earned a Bachelors Degree in Aeronautical Engineering in 1962 and a 
Masters Degree in Aeronautical-Electronic Engineering in 1964 writing a thesis in 
the field of Radiometry. He was married in December 1963 to Lorraine Shaw of 
Montreal , Quebec. After refresher flight training with VF-124 at NAS Miramar, 
California, and promotion to Lieutenant Commander, he embarked as the Adminis-
trative Officer ofVF-154 in USS CORAL SEA in December 1964 three weeks after 
their son was born. On 11 February 1965 his F-8 was shot down on a mission over 
North Vietnam. He was captured shortly afterward and interned as a POW until his 
repatriation on 12 February 1973 with the rank of Commander. He received the 
Distinguished Service Medal for the leadership he displayed in organizing the POWs 
and for his resistance to the enemy. After rehabilitation at the San Diego Naval 
Hospital he returned to the Naval Postgraduate School and earned a Masters Degree 
in Electrical Engineering in 1975 , was promoted to Captain in 1975 , and earned a 
Doctor of Philosophy Degree in Electrical Engineering in 1977. His dissertation 
dealt with optimization techniques in multi-player game theory. 
In June 1977 he reported to the Naval Air Systems Command in Washington, 
DC, as the Executive Assistant to the Logistics Commander. A year later he became 
the project manager for Defense Suppression Systems which include such precision 
guided munitions as the SHRIKE, STANDARD ARM, HARM, WALLEYE, 
LASER MAVERICK, INFRARED MAVERICK, HELLFIRE, LASER GUIDED 
BOMBS and SIDEARM . . . most of which are joint service programs and all of 
which are intended to suppress enemy air defenses in order to enhance the survival 
potential of our tactical aircraft. Leaving these duties in May 1983, he performed asa 
Special Assistant to the Commander of NA VAIR. 
Commodore Shumaker has been awarded the Distinguished Service Medal, two 
Silver Stars, two Legions of Merit, the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Bronze Star, 
two Purple Hearts and other awards. The Shumakers' only child , Grant, is a 
Sophomore at Harvard University in Boston. 
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